
1262285 

l c o t t J ADMINJSTOATIVE RECORD 0150007 

m !Q2£22 

<n **** afe^ ^ ^ . 



0150008 Telecopier He 
REGION VJH 

CXTYL S T A T E ; M T 
M A G N A F A X TELEPHONE N O : <SWS-S2fcrfN 

F R O M : 
N A M E FT tm&t^j 

i-HONE 
$ 0 CHECK IF SUPERSiBiD TIME K E Q I S S D V 

1=3 =1 cr BASES TO HUM 

>::<:: ASSISTANCE S-3Z?~31SQ 

we, 

HS-3CCC-2C5/73} (3©* S/575 
?SS7!CU5 EDTHCN 1$: CSSCL2T 



-£."•7^* * UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCf ' 0150009 

Authorization to Proceed with Remedial 
Investigation and Feasibility Study at 
the E«st Helena Satrlter Site, Montana r— 

/ 

W11 Has M. Hedeman, Jr., Director 
Office of Emergency and Remedial 

re Response (WH-546) 

Lee Thoraas 
A#tfri$ Assistant Administrator for Solid 

Waste and E-uergency Response (WH-562-A) 

This ma>Tsorandu3i requests authorization to conduct a remedial Investigation 
and feasibility study at the East Helena shelter site, East Helena, Montana. 
The Environmental Protection Agency will be the lead agency. 

BACKGROUND; 

The East Helena smelter site has been in operation for approtissetely 95 
years. It is owned by ASARCQ. This primary lead and zinc snselter has eaitted 
particles containing heavy netals into the air during its years of operation* 
Some of these particles have settled onto the soils surrounding the plant. 

Investigations which were conducted in East Helena under the air quality 
regulations and as part of the development of a State iBple^ntat^ Plan 
(SIP), under the Clean Air Act for swelter facilities revealed a high level of 
1e#ci, arsenic, cadwiuw, and possible other metals in the soil !seated within 
the area around the swelter. 

The smelter site has been nominated to be included In the National 
Priorities List (KPL) update. The ftPl update is presently scheduled to be 
announced on July 19, 1983. Using the Hazard Ranking System {IRS}, this site 
scored sixty six. 

Data obtained recently by EPA and the State of Montana Indicate that an 
area of 8.4 square miles surrounding the sselter contains at least !»0flO part 
per million (ppa) of lead in the upper soil horizon. 

The EPA Lead Shelter Task force has reco*rftended that soil lead values of 
1»000 pps or more warrant further investigation. The concerns are that the 
soil can be reentrained Into the air as inhalable particles, can be directly 
Ingested (especially by sfcttl children}, and can possibly run off or leach 
metals into surface water and groundwater̂ . 

A lead blood analysis in 1975 indicated that children in East Helena had 
elevated levels of lead in their blood. 
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Inert are three wooing efforts at the EasV"HeJeoT$*»eT£e^ The Cenfir" 
for Disease Control {CDC}, through m interagency agreement with EPA, win 
ĉonduct a Head blood level study in 1 - 5 year old children 1n East Helena* 
The study Ys scheduled to begin'in July and,xo«pleted during the xuaraer. 

be 
The Region is awarding a contract requiring preparation of a study plan 

outlining soils and crop sample locations, and sampling protocols; analytical 
protocols; quality control assurance procedures; assist field crews who 
conduct the study; and evaluation and report of the study findings. 

The Region also received assistance fro*! the USSS through interagency 
agreements. In the spring of 1983, USSS provided f i le data and lofomation on 
wells within a three-mile radius of the A5ARC0 suiter site, evaluated the 
potential of using these wells in a comprehensive sailing investigation, 
recosssended additional locations for groundwater sampling wells, reviewed 
surface water sai l ing locations proposed by EPA, and reviewed prspsjsad 
sailing protocols. In Kay, the Region asked USSS to complete a surface water 
reconnaissance of the area and field inventory groundwater sampling wells 
surrounding the shelter. The wort was scheduled to be completed in late July, 

IfORTAyr POLICY ISSUES: 

ISStg-C^fflNlTY RELATIONS: 

A carefully iaple-̂ eoted cowsaMty relation plan will be esseofclal at this 
site. The Center for Disease Control (CDC)(blood level study «f 1 - 5 year 
old children- will either be completed or undertaken concurrently with our 
efforts. QCDC's study wi l l , as a J»1ni«», focus attention on CPA's efforts. 
Actions of both agencies will need to be coordinated, 

EPA has had cowsunity relations experience with lead ss* Iters at Dallas, 
Texas. That experience should be used in developing a comunlty relations 
plan for the East Helena ssselter site, 

PROPOSED' 

| tiff!?*7*^n$f%- .f*r*>. 



0150011 

- 3 -

fROĵ CT COST AND SCMEgfcf 

112! ^ I S I ^ WRATH* 
CHOKTHS) 

Remedial Investigation $ 371J000 a 
Feasibility Study J g | $ g J 

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST.. $ 500,000 

studf* f S ^ i S f a S S T n c y f 5 **! ^vastigation and feasibil i ty study. A S e r i a l Action Master Plan (RAMP) has not been prepared for this 

* J 2 £ * 2 F i r t & b T 2 2 f l f ^ * U h t h < ^ P ^ t e Regional and 
2 § I 5 * L i * * ? * * * you authorize a total of $500,000 to 
atftlfer s i S » * * M » M * and feasibi l i ty study at the East Helena 

I ** available to discuss this request In aore detail at your convenience. 

APPROVE: 

DISAPPROVE: 

DATE: 
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